
 

 

May 29, 2020 

Dear Students & Parents/Guardians, 

Thank you to those who have reached out to us with feedback regarding graduation and the related events 
planned for the Class of 2020.  The purpose of this document is to answer questions that were posed regarding 
our plans.   Additionally, enclosed is information regarding a newly planned event - Senior Parade and the 
approved plan for the drive-in movie theatre event mentioned in our previous letter.  

Frequently Asked Questions: 

Q: How was the gradation plan determined? 
A: The high school has a graduation committee that works together each year to plan graduation.  This year’s 
committee included high school and central office administrators, senior class advisors, senior class officers, 
school counselors, members of the high school clerical staff, yearbook advisors, teachers from the music 
department, and TV/radio station staff.  The committee met on three occasions to review feedback received from 
class surveys to ensure that students had the opportunity to provide input.  

Q: Why is graduation being held before the marking period is over?  
A: The event taking place from June 8 - June 12 is not the official graduation.  June 8 - June 12 is reserved for 
filming of a staged graduation.  Students will be considered graduates as of June 25th.  It is on this date that we 
will be releasing the edited video for students and families to view.  

Q: Why was graduation planned for now?  Can we wait and see if the restrictions are lifted to allow for a 
more traditional plan?  Can we postpone graduation?  
A: Because of the uncertainty of this health crisis, the graduation committee felt it was best to have a plan in 
place so that the “behind the scenes” work could be done to move forward with a graduation.  Even outside of 
this health crisis, graduation takes several weeks of planning and coordination.  The Committee is willing to 
reevaluate our plan if restrictions are lifted and clearance is given from government officials to host a more 
traditional ceremony.  The Committee feels that postponing graduation may prevent all members of the 
graduating class from participating.  While there is uncertainty as to what the next few weeks/months may look 
like, we are afraid that some students may not be available for a postponed ceremony for a variety of reasons: 
work, college, relocation, and/or military.  

Q: Can you explain in more detail how the schedule with the time slots works? 
A: Students are expected to report to campus only for the time slot where their last name falls within the 
alphabet.  Students are not expected to be there for the entire three hours.  We expect to have each group of 
students (with the exception of those giving speeches) in and out within the 30 minute time slot.  

 



Q: Will all of the students assigned to the time slot be walking the stage at the same time? 
A: No.  When you enter the campus from Yankee Place, security attendants will  be directing  vehicles to the 
parking lot behind the elementary school.  From there, other security attendants will be directing the graduate 
and their family down to the football field -  one graduate/family at a time.  Graduates and their family will be 
permitted to pull up directly to the grandstand and park behind the bleachers.  After the graduate walks the 
stage, takes their photo, and does their video shout-out/moving of their tassel, they will be asked to return to 
their vehicle and the next graduate will be permitted down to the field with their family.   

Q: How are you accommodating families that have siblings in different time slots and/or on different 
days? 
A: We will work with these families on an individual basis to schedule the graduates so that they and their 
families only need to report during one day/time slot.  

Q: The time slots are scheduled during the day which poses a challenge for our family’s work schedule. 
What can be done to accommodate families that cannot make it during the day? 
A: As noted in the graduation letter, Thursday, June 11 and Friday, June 12 were reserved as rain dates.  We 
will now also be using these dates to accommodate students who are unable to report during their original time 
slot.  If your family is unable to attend during the assigned time slot, please call the high school administration 
to make an appointment for the evening of Thursday, June 11 or Friday, June 12 between the hours of 5:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m.  

Q: The graduation letter stated that graduates can only be accompanied by up to 6 members of their 
immediate family.  What if my immediate family has more than 6 members? 
A: The purpose of limiting graduation guests to 6 per family is to avoid potential large gatherings.  If your 
immediate family has more than 6 members who are interested in attending, please call the high school 
administration so that we can make arrangements for them to view the event from a designated location.  

Q:  How will you be addressing guests with special medical needs?  
A: Please make the high school administration aware of any guests that have special medical needs.  

Q: Is there any plan to recognize scholarship recipients?  
A: Yes.  The edited video will include announcements of scholarship recipients.  The video will also 
acknowledge students with diploma endorsements, academic awards, and verified post secondary plans. 

 

Our plans for graduation were developed with the guidelines communicated by the Ulster County Health 
Department and the executive orders of Governor Cuomo. If you have any additional questions, please contact 
the high school administration at 845-647-0123.  

Thank you and we look forward to celebrating the Class of 2020!  

Sincerely, 

Mr. Carl Pabon & Mrs. Kelly White 

 

 

 



 

 
Senior Parade Q & A 

Students may decorate their vehicles and are encouraged to wear their graduation cap and gown.  
 

Q: When and where is the parade line-up? 
 

A: Seniors should report to the high school by 1:15 p.m. to begin the parade line-up.  Students should enter 
the parking lot from Yankee Place.  
 

Q: What is the parade route? 
 

A: The seniors will travel through Napanoch and the Village of Ellenville through Greenacres following 
police and fire department escorts. 
 
Head toward Route 209 North  → Cross over to Ella Street down McBride Street to Hill Street to Route 55 → 
Route 55 back to Route 209 South → Turn left onto Canal Street → Right onto Water Street → Left down 
Center Street → Left onto South Main Street towards Green Acres →  Drive through Green Acres → Elm 
Street → Down Church Street to Tuthill Avenue → Down Market Street to Warren Street → Down Church 
Street back to Ellenville High School. 
 

Q: Can seniors drive with their families? 
 

A: Yes. Seniors can participate in the parade with their family members.  
 

Q: What if we don’t have a vehicle? 
 

A: If students and their families do not have a vehicle to use for the parade, please contact the school.  
Rolling V has offered to assist in transporting students.  Students using bus transportation will be required to 
wear a face covering and practice social distancing on the bus.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Class of 2020 Graduates & Parents/Guardians, 
 

Graduates from the Class of 2020, and their family members, are invited to view the graduation film at the 
Fair Oaks Drive In Theatre on Thursday, June 25, 2020.  The film will begin at dusk (~9:00 p.m.) and the 
entrance to the theatre grounds will begin at 8:15 p.m.  The drive in will only be open to members of the 
Ellenville High School graduating class and their family.  Tickets will be distributed ahead of the event.  
 

The video will include all the gradation related footage filmed during the week of June 8th and will be 
reflective of our traditional graduation ceremony.  

 

The staff at Fair Oaks Drive In has also invited attendees to stay for another movie at the conclusion of the 
graduation film.  There will be a vote in the Class of 2020 Google Classroom to select the movie - check 
Google Classroom for further updates.  
 

The admission to this event includes a concession stand meal for each graduate.  During ticket distribution, 
graduates will receive the concession stand meal options.  
 

This event is being sponsored by the Ellenville Central School District and all students and guests are 
expected to abide by the District’s Code of Conduct as well as the expectations of the Fair Oaks Drive (listed 
on the next page). Additionally, for the safety of all attendees, please do not get into other people’s 
vehicles.  You are to remain in the vehicle you arrive in.  
 

Please continue to check the Class of 2020 Google Classroom for further information.  Questions regarding 
this event should be emailed to the class advisors. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Ms. Amanda Reis & Ms. Nancy Amore 
 



 
Rules & Expectations of the Fair Oaks Drive-In Theatre 

 
PARKING OF TRUCKS/SUVs 
It is the customer’s responsibility to park in the designated truck/SUV parking areas as directed by theater 
staff. Theater staff reserves the right to direct you where to park to watch the movie and that spot may be 
different than the one you choose.  
 
WEATHER 
Movies are shown rain or shine! We cannot control the weather. Refunds will not be given due to weather 
conditions. We also do not give refunds due to complaints about movie content and/or rating. It is the 
customer’s responsibility to research the movies for content prior to entering the drive-in premises.  
 
FAMILY VENUE 
The Drive-In is a family-oriented venue. The use of illegal substances is strictly forbidden on drive-in 
premises. The consumption of alcohol is also prohibited.  
 
COVID-19 RULES 
The Drive-In has implemented many changes to make our business as safe as possible for both staff and 
customers. All patrons are required to follow the state-mandated 6 feet of social distancing at all times while 
on the premises. Any customers not following the guidelines will be asked to leave the premises immediately 
without a refund!! 
 1. All customers are REQUIRED to wear masks when outside your vehicle for any reason. 
 2. All customers are REQUIRED to maintain 6 feet of social distancing space  

3. Customers may remove masks if sitting outside their vehicle if they are able to maintain 6 feet 
away from others.  

4. Masks are not required while sitting inside your vehicle with the windows up. If the windows are 
down and 6 feet of space is maintained, no masks are required. 

5. If unable to order food online, only one person from a vehicle may approach the concession 
building at a time (unless with a child). Masks must be worn, and 6-foot distances should always be 
maintained. 

6. When using the restrooms/Port-a-johns, customers must wear masks and maintain 6 feet social 
distance. 

7. Employees will wear masks, gloves, and frequently wash their work station. 
 

CONCESSION RULES 
Only 1 person per vehicle will be allowed at the concession stand at a time. Patrons can order from the online 
menu in advance, from the comfort of their vehicle, with their cell phones. A message will be sent when your 
food is ready for pick-up. Condiments will be provided in packets All concession employees will wear masks 
and gloves at all times 
 
RESTROOM RULES 
Restroom and concession lines will have signage for customers to maintain 6 feet from others while standing 
in line Flushable Porta johns will have sanitizer dispensers inside and a handwashing station. 

 
 


